
 

 

 

 



The Service for the Lord’s Day  

Bethel Presbyterian Church - Online Service 

16th Sunday after Pentecost     

September 20, 2020 - 11:00 AM 

Call to Worship (L = Leader, P = People)     

   L:  O give thanks to the Lord!  

         The Lord hears the cries of the people.  

P:  Give thanks to the Lord.  

L:  The works of the Lord are great.  

      Remember what God has done.  

P:  Give thanks to the Lord.  

L:  God has done miracles,  

      and the Lord always remembers God’s covenant.  

P:  Give thanks to the Lord.   

      Glory and praise is due to the Lord! 

Prayer of Invocation   

    O God who knows our every need before we can even ask,  

     you provide all our needs and some of our wants.  

   You bless us all.   

   Make us truly thankful and empower us  

     to bless others from the gifts you have given us,  

     for the glory of your name.  Amen.  

Hymn         “GUIDE ME, O THOU GREAT JEHOVAH”    CWM RHONDDA 

Guide me, O thou great Je-ho-vah, 

pil-grim through this bar-ren land. 

I am weak, but thou art might-y. 

Hold me with thy power-ful hand. 

Bread of heav-en, bread of heav-en, 

feed me till I want no more; 

feed me till I want no more. 

O-pen now the crys-tal foun-tain, 

whence the heal-ing stream doth flow.   

Let the fire and cloud-y pil-lar  

lead me all my journey through. 



Strong de-liv-erer, strong de-liv-erer, 

be thou still my strength and shield; 

be thou still my strength and shield. 

When I tread the verge of Jor-dan, 

bid my anx-ious fears sub-side. 

Death of death, and hell's de-struc-tion, 

land me safe on Ca-naan's side. 

Songs of prais-es, songs of prais-es, 

I will ev-er give to thee; 

I will ev-er give to thee. 

Call to Confession  

    Trusting in God’s mercy,  

     let us confess our sins against God and our neighbors.  

Prayer of Confession 

    Gracious God, we have sought after things,  

     but we have not sought after you.   

    We have expected generosity,  

     but we have not shown generosity. 

    We have not been gracious or grateful.   

    We have failed to remember all that you have done.  

    Forgive us and fill our hearts with gratitude.   

    Help us to share our gifts and strengthen our legs  

     so that we can run after you, O God.  

    In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.  

Assurance of Forgiveness  

    People of God, our sins are forgiven; we are reconciled to God.  

   Let us therefore love one another with gratitude in our hearts  

     and praise on our lips.  

Sung Response                  “GLORY TO GOD”                   GLORIA (Taizé) 

Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry in the high-est! 

Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-ia! 

Children’s Moment 

 

 



Prayer for Illumination  

    Let the wisdom of your Word rain down on us like manna  

     and feed us, that we may be strengthened to do the work  

     to which we are called, for the glory and honor of your name.   

   Amen. 

Readings from Scripture 

Torah       Exodus 16:2-15              (Bread from Heaven)   

Gospel     Matthew 20:1-16     (The Laborers in the Vineyard) 

Sermon                       “What is Enough?” 

Rev. Dr. Wendy Neff 

Affirmation of Faith 

Taken from The Brief Statement of Faith, 1991,  

The Book of Confessions, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, 

  everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 

The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, 

  sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, 

  and binds us together with all believers 

  in the one body of Christ, the Church. 

The same Spirit 

  who inspired the prophets and apostles 

  rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, 

  engages us through the Word proclaimed, 

  claims us in the waters of baptism, 

  feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, 

  and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church. 

In a broken and fearful world 

  the Spirit gives us courage 

  to pray without ceasing, 

  to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, 

  to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 

  to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, 

  and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, 

  we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks 



  and to live holy and joyful lives, 

  even as we watch for God's new heaven and new earth, 

  praying, "Come, Lord Jesus!"  

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

Prayers of the People 

    Holy God, who hears our cries and pities our groans,  

     you are ever faithful.   

   We come to you with our petitions for ourselves 

     and our community… 

    For our church and its leaders –  

     that they be of open mind and open heart…. 

     that they might be the Christian leaders  

     you have called them to be… 

     and that the church be an instrument of love, justice, and peace.  

    For our country and global community –  

     that all may be peaceful, fair, and respectful of all people  

     no matter the religion, color, gender, or kind of government.   

    For those who are overlooked in our society –  

     the poor, the young, the old, the bereaved, and the oppressed –  

     help us to see them and to be with them.  

    For the special intentions we hold in our hearts. 

    Gracious and loving God, we know that you hear us  

     and are always with us, and we offer this prayer in Jesus’ name.  

The Lord’s Prayer  

   Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

     thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

     on earth as it is in heaven.   

   Give us this day our daily bread;  

     and forgive us our sins,  

     as we forgive those who sin against us;  

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

   For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.   

   Amen. 

 



Hymn                     “GOD OF THE FERTILE FIELDS”       ITALIAN HYMN 

God of the fer-tile fields,  

shap-er of earth that yields our dai-ly bread: 

forth from your boun-teous hand 

come gifts your love has planned, 

that all in ev-ery land be clothed and fed. 

We would be stew-ards true,  

hold-ing in trust from you all that you give; 

help us in love to share, 

teach us like you to care, 

for peo-ple ev-ery-where, that all may live. 

As grows the hid-den seed 

to fruit that serves our need, so your reign grows. 

Let all our toil be used, 

no gift of yours a-bused, 

no hum-ble task re-fused your love be-stows. 

God of the coun-try-side, 

dear to the Christ who died to make us one: 

we pledge our lives a-new  

in faith-ful love to you. 

Guide all we say and do.  Your will be done. 

Benediction 

   Rest in the knowledge that God always provides.   

   Therefore, give and love with a generous heart,  

     for this honors God who is most generous and loving.   Amen.  

 


