
 
 

AA  SSPPEECCIIAALL  WWEELLCCOOMMEE  TTOO  OOUURR  GGUUEESSTTSS::  
WWe extend a warm welcome from BBeetthheell  PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann  CChhuurrcchh! 

 We invite you to participate in signing the Friendship Folders adding your name  

and address and if you desire a church newsletter or a pastoral call. 

        When we pray the Lord’s Prayer, we say “sins…sin against us” 

        rather than “debts...” or “trespasses…” 

        Prayer requests can be noted on the cards provided in the pew racks 

and placed in the offering plate. 



The Service for the Lord’s Day  

Bethel Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

November 17, 2019 - 11:00 AM 

* Indicates congregation standing if able.   

Congregational responses indicated in bold. 

GATHERING AND GREETING OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

Chiming of the Hour 

Welcome and Announcements  
     Please sign the Friendship Pad found in your pew, passing it down the pew then back.  

Prelude                            “BRINGING IN THE SHEAVES”                       George A. Minor 

Call to Worship (L = Leader, P = People)   

  L:  Sing praises to the Lord, for God has done gloriously;   

 let us sing God’s praises throughout all the earth. 

  P:  Shout aloud and sing for joy, 

 from the highest peaks, to the deepest caverns. 

L:  Shout aloud and sing for joy, 

 from the tiniest creatures, to the greatest herds. 

  P:  Shout aloud and sing for joy, 

       in the midst of our joys and our sorrows. 

All:  Shout aloud and sing for joy,  

        as we come to worship the God of all creation! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayer of Invocation   

   Let us pray:  

   Lord of the seasons, there is a time for dying and a time for new birth;  

     a time to speak and a time to keep quiet.   

   Help us discern your will for us now.   

   Lord of autumn leaves and warm berries, help us to let go gracefully  

     and to rejoice in the color and fruitfulness of this moment.   

   Wrap us in the shawl of eternity and teach us to await with wonder  

     the new shoots of your love.  Amen. 

* Hymn No. 410       “GOD IS CALLING THROUGH THE WHISPER”        

* Call to Confession  

      Just as the prophet Isaiah assured God’s people so many years ago   

        he assures us now that God is our salvation.  

It is because of that confidence, because of that promise, 

  that we dare approach God with our confession.  

* Prayer of Confession 

      God of peace we confess we are a people of fear. 

We have let anxiety rule our days and worry our nights. 

We have been distracted by nerves and focused on tension. 

We confess we have ignored your command to not be afraid. 

Forgive us, O God.  

Calm our hearts, settle our stomachs,  

  and renew in us the ability to find our comfort in you.  
        … (silent and personal confession) Amen.  

* Sung Response       “LORD, HAVE MERCY UPON US”                                Kyrie 

Lord, have mer-cy up-on us.   

Christ, have mer-cy up-on us.   

Lord, have mer-cy up-on us. 

 

 

 



* Assurance of Forgiveness  

      The prophet Isaiah assures us:     

  God is building a new heaven and a new earth; 

  the former things will not be remembered or come to mind. 

Forgiven and freed,  

  rejoice in what the Lord is creating in you, in me, in all creation. 

* Sung Response              “HELELUYAN ALLELUIA”                                    HELELUYAN 

He-le-lu-yan, he-le-lu-yan; he-le, he-le-lu-yan; 

he-le-lu-yan, he-le-lu-yan; he-le, he-le-lu-yan. 

 

THE WORD 

Children’s Moment 

Choral Anthem                 “A TIME FOR ALL THINGS”                              Scottish Folk Tune            

Prayer for Illumination   

   Let us pray:   

   God of the earthquake and the silence, 

     quiet in us any voice but your own, 

     that by the power of the Holy Spirit we might hear, 

     and in hearing we might believe, 

     and in believing we might act, 

     making way for your new creation. Amen. 

Readings from Scripture  

   Prophet       Isaiah 65:17-25          (The Glorious New Creation)         Pg. 654 

   Gospel        Luke 21:5-19   (The Destruction of the Temple Foretold) Pg.  80                

Sermon                                  “The Age to Come” 

 

 

 

 

 



RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

* Affirmation of Faith 

   We believe in God whose love is the source of all life  

     and the desire of our lives,  

     whose love was given a human face in Jesus of Nazareth,  

     whose love was crucified by the evil that waits to enslave us all  

     and whose love, defeating even death,  

     is our glorious promise of freedom.   

   Therefore, though we are sometimes fearful and full of doubt,  

     in God we trust;  

     and, in the name of Jesus Christ,  

     we commit ourselves, in the service of others,  

     to seek justice and to live in peace, to care for the earth  

     and to share the commonwealth of God’s goodness,  

     to live in the freedom of forgiveness  

     and the power of the spirit of love, and in the company of the faithful  

     so to be the church, for the glory of God.  Amen. 

* Hymn No. 77     “ISAIAH THE PROPHET HAS WRITTEN OF OLD”    SAMANTHRA    

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

Prayers of the People 

   God of new beginnings You have promised us a season  

     in which weeping will no longer be heard, 

     nor cries of distress. 

   Yet we live in a season filled with weeping and distress. 

   This day we come before you offering prayers for those  

     who weep with grief: 

     for those who mourn the death of loved ones; 

     the loss of employment; 

     the pain of transition. 

   This day we come before you offering prayers for those  

     who cry out in distress: 



     for the rumblings of hungry bellies; 

     the lament of the addict; 

     the pleas of the homeless. 

   This day we come before you offering prayers for those who labor in vain: 

     for those enslaved in fields, factories, and mines; 

     for those whose work cripples their bodies and their spirits; 

     for those who toil without recognition, wage, or honor. 

   You have promised us a season of blessing. 

   You have promised us a season of peace. 

   We pray for the coming of that holy time throughout your beloved creation, 

     for the sake of your beloved Son, and our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer (sin / sin against us) 

Invitation to the Offering 

   In a world filled with blessings  

     we celebrate our privilege and our responsibility to share those blessings.  

   Let us celebrate the God of overwhelming blessings  

     by continuing our worship through the offering of our tithes and gifts. 

Offertory                             “FOR THE AUTUMN SKY”                       Ruth Elaine Schram                     

* Hymn No. 606   “PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW”      

* Prayer of Dedication  

      Let us pray:   

God of the wolf and the lamb, the lion and the ox, 

  we give thanks for these gifts  

  and pray they might be agents of your peace. 

May they serve your creation as we seek your new heaven and new earth. 

Help us take these gifts out into a world filled with distress and calm it. 

Help us take these gifts out into a world filled with pain and heal it. 

Help us take these gifts out into a world filled with silence and speak up; 

In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 



THE SENDING FORTH 

* Hymn No. 749              “COME! LIVE IN THE LIGHT”                                       WE ARE CALLED 

* Benediction 

      Go out into the world in peace.  

      Live fully.   

      Build homes.  Plant vineyards. 

Give thanks.  Work for what is right. 

And now may the God of our salvation, our strength and our comfort, 

  guard your hearts and minds this day and evermore. 

* Sung Response No. 540  “FAREWELL, GOOD FRIENDS!”          SHALOM, CHAVERIM 

Fare-well, good friends!  Fare-well, good friends!  

Sha-lom, sha-lom!   

Till we meet a-gain, till we meet a-gain,  

sha-lom, sha-lom. 

* Postlude                   “FOR THE BEAUTY OF THE EARTH”     Conrad Kocher & William Monk  

 

 

 

 


