
 



The Service for the Lord’s Day  

Bethel Presbyterian Church _ Online Service 

Day of Pentecost     

May 31, 2020 - 11:00 AM 

Call to Worship (L = Leader, P = People)       

   L:  Who puts the copper into beech trees  

         and the waddle into penguins 

         who chose the colors of a rainbow and put shapes into clouds 

   P:  The Spirit of creation - God’s imagination 

   L:  Who put the notes into music  

         and picked the dance steps for bees 

         who placed the hum in humming birds  

         and decided elephants would listen with their feet 

   P:  The Spirit of creation - God’s imagination 

   L:  Who invented yeast to make bread rise 

         and put the curve into a banana 

         who made laughter infectious and chocolate taste like heaven 

   P:  The Spirit of creation - God’s imagination 

   L:  Today is Pentecost  

         and we celebrate the energy of God who created us 

         and brings us together in a colorful and loving community. 

         We call this energy of God the Spirit. 

Prayer of Invocation                                                    

   Let us pray:  

Holy One, for all of the ways you speak to us – 

  in rushing wind, in dancing flames, 

  in words we understand, and in all that transcends language, 

  we give thanks. 

Give us courage to speak your love, 

  everywhere we go, to everyone we meet.  Amen. 

  

 

 

 



Hymn                          “PENTECOST HAD COME”  

(Sung to the tune “ARGENTINA” (Song of Hope) 

Pen-te-cost had come and in that time of grace, 

Je-sus' friends were gath-ered in a meet-ing place. 

Sud-den-ly the Spir-it came in wind and flame, 

Send-ing men and wo-men out in Je-sus' name. 

Spir-it, come up-on us, too! 

Give us gifts to share for you. 

We live in a world in need; 

Send us where you dai-ly lead! 

 

All a-round the ci-ty joy was in the air; 

Peo-ple gath-ered in the streets from eve-rywhere. 

Soon they heard some preach-ing and the news was good! 

There, in eve-ry lang-uage, they all un-der-stood. 

Spir-it, move through eve-ry land 

Till all know and un-der-stand: 

Je-sus died and rose — it's true! 

Now we have new life in you. 

 

Pet-er told the crowd to turn and be bap-tized; 

Thou-sands heard the words he spoke and changed their lives. 

Dai-ly they sold what they owned to help the poor; 

Day by day the church was grow-ing more and more. 

Spir-it, change the way we live. 

Teach us how to glad-ly give 

Guide us, as we seek to be 

Faith-ful in our min-is-try. 

 
Text: Copyright © 2010 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



Call to Confession      

Prayer of Confession 

   Merciful God, the gift of Jesus’ life in us is visible 

     in the way we witness to the fruitfulness of that gift.   

   We know that the fruit of the Spirit consists of  

     love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

     faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  

   Yet, so often we put conditions on our love— 

     and joy and peace are difficult to discern 

     when our words and actions deny their presence. 

Spir-it of the liv-ing God, fall a-fresh on me. 

   By desiring instant results to most things these days, 

     we confess that we forget what it’s like to be patient.  

   We find ourselves neglecting the needs of others 

     because we run out of time to be kind to other than ourselves.  

Spir-it of the liv-ing God, fall a-fresh on me. 

   When we persistently make self-centered decisions  

     rather than Christ-centered ones,  

     our understanding of your goodness and faithfulness is weakened 

     and our discipleship lacks credibility.  

Spir-it of the liv-ing God, fall a-fresh on me. 

      In this aggressive world,  

        it’s easy to believe one can’t get anywhere 

        by exercising a spirit of gentleness or even self-control.  

Spir-it of the liv-ing God, fall a-fresh on me. 

   L:  Gracious and merciful God, 

           grant us your forgiveness and your love 

           so that we may truly care for one another.  

   P:  Refresh and renew us with the Holy Spirit 

           so that we are fruitful and vital disciples of Jesus Christ.  

         Amen 

 

 



Assurance of Forgiveness  

   L:  Those who are in Christ are a new creation: 

          everything old has passed away;  

          see, everything has become new!  

        All this is from God  

          with whom we have been reconciled through Christ.  

   P:  Thanks be to God! 

Sung Response                  “GLORY TO GOD”                   GLORIA (Taizé) 

Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry in the high-est! 

Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-ia 

Children’s Moment 

Hymn                          “SPIRIT OF THE LIVING GOD”  

Spir-it of the liv-ing God, fall a-fresh on me. 

Spir-it of the liv-ing God, fall a-fresh on me. 

Melt me; mold me; fill me; use me.                                           

Spir-it of the liv-ing God, fall a-fresh on me. 

Prayer for Illumination       

   Let us pray:  

   Spirit of God who moved over the dark at creation,  

     calling forth life  

     move now over us  

     that as the words of scripture are read and proclaimed,  

     we may hear you calling forth life in and through us,  

     your people, your church, your witnesses in this place.  Amen.  

Readings from Scripture  

   Wisdom  Psalm 104:24-34, 35b  (God the Creator and Provider)       

   History   Acts 2:1-21                   (The Coming of the Holy Spirit)       

   Epistle    1 Corinthians 12:4-13              (Spiritual Gifts)                     

Sermon                     “Gifts Received and Given” 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Affirmation of Faith 

Taken from The Brief Statement of Faith, 1991,  

The Book of Confessions, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, 

  everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 

The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, 

  sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, 

  and binds us together with all believers 

  in the one body of Christ, the Church. 

The same Spirit 

  who inspired the prophets and apostles 

  rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, 

  engages us through the Word proclaimed, 

  claims us in the waters of baptism, 

  feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, 

  and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church. 

In a broken and fearful world 

  the Spirit gives us courage 

  to pray without ceasing, 

  to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, 

  to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 

  to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, 

  and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, 

  we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks 

  and to live holy and joyful lives, 

  even as we watch for God's new heaven and new earth, 

  praying, "Come, Lord Jesus!"  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayers of the People 

(With the words “Almighty God”,  

you are invited to respond “hear our prayer”.) 

   Let us unite our hearts and minds in prayer for our world,  

     Almighty God, hear our prayer. 

   For the church throughout the world, 

     Almighty God, hear our prayer. 

   Inspire the sons and daughters of your church  

     for prophetic witness to your truth, 

     and upon old and young give clarity of vision 

     to acknowledge your saving power in the world.  

   For nations of the world and its leaders,  

     Almighty God, hear our prayer. 

   Overcome the babble of misunderstanding among the nations, 

     and let all people hear in their own language  

     and recognize in their own culture your unifying message of love. 

   For planet Earth, our home,  

     Almighty God, hear our prayer. 

   By your Spirit, renew the earth,  

     make us good stewards of its resources, 

     and teach us to enjoy its abundance rightly. 

   For those in need of healing, 

     Almighty God, hear our prayer. 

   Among those known to us, God, we pray for: ________________. 

   Send your healing Spirit upon those who are sick in body or mind, 

     restore them to health, 

     and restore to them the joy of salvation. 

   For our neighbors and members of our civic community, 

     Almighty God, hear our prayer. 

   Teach us to be good neighbors, 

     to live in peace with one another, 

     and in friendship share the joys and burdens of daily life. 

 

 

 



For our children, 

  Almighty God, hear our prayer. 

Bless our children, protect them from danger, 

  and help parents and caregivers nurture them 

  so that they may mature in wisdom and grow in grace. 

For our enemies, 

  Almighty God, hear our prayer. 

Bless our enemies  

  and show us how we may do good to them  

  for the sake of Jesus Christ. 

In your mercy, Almighty God, receive our prayers  

  and, according to your wisdom, 

  provide all that we need; 

  through Jesus Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Hymn    “TODAY WE ALL ARE CALLED TO BE DISCIPLES”  KINGSFOLD 

To-day we all are called to be 

dis-ci-ples of the Lord, 

to help to set the cap-tive free, 

make plow-share out of sword, 

to feed the hun-gry, quench their thirst, 

make love and peace our fast, 

to serve the poor and home-less first, 

our ease and com-fort last. 

God made the world and at its birth 

or-dained our hu-man race 

to live as stew-ards of the earth, 

re-spond-ing to God's grace. 

But we are vain and sad-ly proud; 

we sow not peace but strife. 

Our dis-cord spreads a dead-ly cloud 

that threat-ens all of life. 

Pray jus-tice may come roll-ing down 

as in a might-y stream, 

with righ-teous-ness in field and town 

to cleanse us and re-deem. 



For God is long-ing to re-store 

an earth where con-flicts cease, 

a world that was cre-at-ed for 

a har-mo-ny of peace. 

May we in ser-vice to our God 

act out the liv-ing word, 

and walk the road the saints have trod 

till all have seen and heard. 

As stew-ards of the earth may we 

give thanks in one ac-cord 

to God who calls us all to be 

dis-ci-ples of the Lord. 

 Benediction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY WE ALL ARE CALLED TO BE DISCIPLES 

TEXT: H. Kenn Carmichael, 1985 © 1989 H. Kenn Carmichael 

MUSIC: English County Songs, 1893; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-718125 

All rights reserved 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


