
Bethel Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
~ a community of faith coming together,  
      for fellowship, study and service . . .  

                seeking God’s peace, justice and love ~ 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

AA  SSPPEECCIIAALL  WWEELLCCOOMMEE  TTOO  OOUURR  GGUUEESSTTSS::  

WWee  eexxtteenndd  aa  wwaarrmm  wweellccoommee  ffrroomm  BBeetthheell  PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann  CChhuurrcchh!!  

  WWee  iinnvviittee  yyoouu  ttoo  ppaarrttiicciippaattee  iinn  ssiiggnniinngg  tthhee  FFrriieennddsshhiipp  FFoollddeerrss  aaddddiinngg  yyoouurr  nnaammee    

aanndd  aaddddrreessss  aanndd  iiff  yyoouu  ddeessiirree  aa  cchhuurrcchh  nneewwsslleetttteerr  oorr  aa  ppaassttoorraall  ccaallll..  

                WWhheenn  wwee  pprraayy  tthhee  LLoorrdd’’ss  PPrraayyeerr,,  wwee  ssaayy  ““ssiinnss……ssiinn  aaggaaiinnsstt  uuss””  

                rraatthheerr  tthhaann  ““ddeebbttss......””  oorr  ““ttrreessppaasssseess……””  

                PPrraayyeerr  rreeqquueessttss  ccaann  bbee  nnootteedd  oonn  tthhee  ccaarrddss  pprroovviiddeedd  iinn  tthhee  ppeeww  rraacckkss  

aanndd  ppllaacceedd  iinn  tthhee  ooffffeerriinngg  ppllaattee..  



The Service for the Lord’s Day  

Bethel Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

1st Sunday in Lent / Communion Sunday 

March 1, 2020 - 11:00 AM 

* Indicates congregation standing if able.   

Congregational responses indicated in bold. 

GATHERING AND GREETING OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

Chiming of the Hour 

Welcome and Announcements  
     Please sign the Friendship Pad found in your pew, passing it down the pew then back.  

Prelude                                  “HYMN OF PROMISE”                                Natalie Sleeth  

Call to Worship  

   Come to the Lord with openness,  

     seeking God’s presence whatever it brings.   

   Bring doubt, bring belief.   

   Seek the Lord and live. 

Prayer of Invocation     

   Let us pray:   

   God of wilderness and nighttime, as we devote these forty days to you,  

     shape us by your Holy Spirit into the image of Christ our Lord,  

     so that we may be ready, by your grace, 

     to confront the power of death with the promise of eternal life.  Amen. 

* Hymn No. 509        “ALL WHO HUNGER, GATHER GLADLY”        HOLY MANNA 

* Call to Confession   

      We cannot earn God’s grace or favor.   

      It comes to us, not as something owed, but as a gift freely given.   

      Confident in God’s love for us, even when we are ungodly,  

        we confess our sins in faith. 



* Corporate Prayer of Confession  

      Gracious God, we come before you in need of forgiveness and grace.   

      You call us to trust in you completely, but we do not.   

      We are timid and fearful as we follow your lead.   

      We justify our actions and words,  

        though we know they are not what you require.   

      We struggle to understand the new life Christ offers,  

        preferring old habits to risky change.   

      Forgive us, we pray.   

      Help us to be born again into the life of Christ,  

        trusting that you have included us by grace in the family of faith.   

        …(silent and personal confession) In Christ’s name we pray.  Amen. 

* Sung Response No. 437  “YOU ARE THE LORD, GIVER OF MERCY!”         

You are the Lord, giv-er of mer-cy! 

You are the Christ, giv-er of mer-cy! 

You are the Lord, giv-er of mer-cy! 

* Declaration of Forgiveness  

      Friends, God is for us and not against us!   

      For that very reason, God sent the Son into the world  

        not to condemn the world,  

        but that the world might be saved through him.   

      Believe the good news, in Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

* Sung Response No. 544     “BLESS THE LORD”     

Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God’s ho-ly name. 

Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads me in-to life. 

 

THE WORD 

Children’s Moment 

Choral Anthem              “CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART”                      Arnold Sherman                                                       

 



Prayer for Illumination    

   God of signs and wonders, we come to your word again and again,  

     seeking understanding and the new life it offers.   

   By the power of your Holy Spirit, illumine our hearts and minds  

     so that we may believe this testimony and have eternal life.   

   In the name of Jesus Christ, our teacher and Savior, we pray.  Amen. 

Readings from Scripture  

   Torah          Numbers 21:4-9              (The Bronze Serpent)                Pg. 134   

   Gospel        John 3:1-21                  (Nicodemus Visits Jesus)              Pg.   88      

Sermon: “Looking Up for Salvation”                        The Rev. Dr. Wendy Neff 

 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

* Affirmation of Faith            Apostles’ Creed                        Hymnal – pg. 35     

* Hymn No. 734               “HOPE OF THE WORLD”                                 DONNE SECOURS 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Call to Offering 

   In plenty or in want, all that we have is a gift from God.   

   In faith and gratitude, we return now a portion  

     of what we have so abundantly received,  

     as grateful heirs of the promises of God. 

Offertory             “SPIRIT OF GOD, DESCEND UPON MY HEART”     Frederick C. Atkinson                   

* Hymn No. 606   “PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW”      

* Prayer of Dedication 

      Gracious God, we dedicate to you not only these gifts,  

        but also ourselves, in deep gratitude— 

        for your call on our lives, your guidance in the baptismal journey,  

        and for blessing us that we may be a blessing to others.   

      Accept what we bring for your own good purposes.   

      In Christ we pray.  Amen. 



Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

   Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters;  

     let those who have no money came and eat.   

   God will satisfy our souls with a rich feast,  

     and we will bless the Lord as long as we live. 

Great Thanksgiving  

   (L = Leader, P = People) 

   L:  The Lord be with you. 

   P:  And also with you. 

   L:  Lift up your hearts. 

   P:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

   L:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

   P:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

   We give you thanks and praise, O God, in this dry and weary land. 

   You set a table for us in the wilderness and provide for all our needs.   

   Even when we complain against you, you feed us with bread from heaven.   

   When we quarrel and question your grace, you give us water from a stone. 

How can we keep silent?  

Even dry bones in the valley of death stand to sing your praise:  

   Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

     heaven and earth are full of your glory.   

   Hosanna in the highest.  

   Blessed is the one who comes in your name.   

   Hosanna in the highest. 

   We give you thanks and praise for Jesus, 

     our way in the wilderness, our companion in the desert. 

   He knows our hunger and thirst;  

     he gives us the bread of life to eat and living water to drink.   

   He leads us beside still water and prepares this table for us,  

     even in the presence of our enemies.   

   The cup of blessing overflows! 



 Now pour out your Holy Spirit upon this bread, this cup, these people. 

 By the power of your Spirit,   

   breathe life into our dust and hope into our bones. 

Make us one flesh and one blood, one in the body of Christ.  

Let us live to sing your praise and show your love to all, 

  until our wilderness wandering is over, 

  and we feast with you forever in the land that you have promised. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

  all glory is yours, O God, now and always. Amen.   

The Lord’s Prayer (sin / sin against us)   

Words of Institution 

Distribution of the Elements    “LET US BREAK BREAD TOGETHER”      

Prayer after Communion 

   Eternal God, as you fed your people in the wilderness with unexpected food,  

     so you feed us at this table with a simple loaf and cup.   

   Here you transform us, by the working of your wondrous love.   

   Now send us out to be Christ’s body in your broken and beautiful world  

     to bear your good news of hope and joy for all.  Amen. 

 

THE SENDING FORTH 

* Hymn                       “NICODEMUS SOUGHT OUT JESUS”                      Insert           

* Benediction  

      Go out in faith, trusting God’s sense of direction.   

      Remember how much God loves this world  

        and so love the world in the name of Christ,  

        that your testimony becomes the good news  

        someone else has been waiting to receive. 

 

 



* Sung Response No. 542 v. 1 

“GOD BE WITH YOU TILL WE MEET AGAIN” 

God be with you till we meet a-gain;  

lov-ing coun-sels guide, up-hold you,  

with a shep-herd’s care en-fold you: 

God be with you till we meet a-gain. 

* Postlude                         “THERE IS A FOUNTAIN”                          CLEANSING FOUNTAIN 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


