
 

 

 



The Service for the Lord’s Day  

Bethel Presbyterian Church - Online Service 

2nd Sunday after Epiphany     

January 17, 2021 - 11:00 AM 

Welcome  

Prelude      

Call to Worship (L= Leader, P = People)                          Psalm 139 

   L:  O Lord, you have searched and know me. 

   P:  You know when I sit down and when I rise up;  

         you discern my thoughts from far away. 

   L:  You search out my path and my lying down,  

         and are acquainted with all my ways. 

   P:  Even before a word is on my tongue,  

         O Lord, you know it completely. 

   L:  You hem me in, behind and before,  

         and lay your hand upon me. 

   P:  Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;  

         it is so high that I cannot contain it.  

   L:  Let us worship the God who knows us.   

Prayer of Invocation 

   Let us pray: 

   Tender and Compassionate God,  

     whose strength is made perfect in our weakness,  

     help us to believe that you receive us as we are.   

   More than that, help us, imperfect as we are,  

     to be carriers of the message of your love,  

     like earthen vessels that carry treasures;  

     and may we worship you in spirit and in truth,  

     through the grace of Jesus Christ.  Amen.  

 

 

 

 



Hymn          “HERE IN THIS PLACE (GATHER US IN)”  

Here in this place new light is stream-ing; 

now is the dark-ness van-ished a-way; 

see in this space our fears and our dream-ings 

brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gath-er us in, the lost and for-sak-en; 

gath-er us in, the blind and the lame; 

call to us now, and we shall a-wak-en; 

we shall a-rise at the sound of our name. 

We are the young, our lives are a mys-tery. 

We are the old who yearn for your face. 

We have been sung through-out all of his-tory, 

called to be light to the whole hu-man race. 

Gath-er us in, the rich and the haugh-ty; 

gath-er us in, the proud and the strong; 

give us a heart, so meek and so low-ly; 

give us the cour-age to en-ter the song. 

Here we will take the wine and the wa-ter;  

here we will take the bread of new birth.   

Here you shall call your sons and your daugh-ters,  

call us a-new to be salt for the earth. 

Give us to drink the wine of com-pas-sion;  

give us to eat the bread that is you;  

nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion  

lives that are ho-ly and hearts that are true. 

Not in the dark of build-ings con-fin-ing, 

not in some heav-en, light years a-way: 

here in this place the new light is shin-ing; 

now is the king-dom, and now is the day. 

Gath-er us in and hold us for-ev-er; 

gath-er us in and make us your own; 

gath-er us in, all peo-ples to-geth-er, 

fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 

 

 



Call to Confession 

   Let us confess those things  

     which separate us from God and one another: 

Corporate Prayer of Confession  

   Almighty God, we as the church,  

     we are part of your redeeming work in history.   

   Yet we know that we often seek our own success and salvation,  

     and fear to follow Christ in commitment to a vision  

     of wholeness for the world and its peoples.   

   Help us speak and act our parts  

     in the great drama of your love,  

     and in the freeing gospel of Jesus Christ,  

     in whose name we pray.  

Assurance of Forgiveness   

   Hear the good news!   

   God has forgiven each one of us  

     and calls us to take our parts in the drama of redeeming love.   

   Praise God, who accepts and uses our very human lives  

     in the unfolding story of salvation and new life. 

 

Prayer for Illumination 

   Let us pray: 

   O God open our ears to hear your Word today  

     and open our hearts and minds to believe and act.  Amen.  

Readings from Holy Scripture 

   History    1 Samuel 3:1-20 (Samuel’s Calling & Prophetic Activity)        

   Epistle     Ephesians 4:1-16       (Unity in the Body of Christ)  

Sermon                      “Speaking Truth in Love” 

The Rev. Dr. Wendy Neff 

Affirmation of Faith                     Taken from the Confession of 1967 

   Jesus Christ is God with humankind.  

   Christ is the eternal only-begotten of God  

     who became human and lived among us  

     to fulfill the work of reconciliation.  

   Christ is present in the church,  

     by the power of the Holy Spirit,  



     to continue and complete his mission.  

   Therefore, the church calls all people  

     to be reconciled to God and to one another.  

   God has created the peoples of the earth  

     to be one universal family.  

   In reconciling love,  

     God overcomes the barriers between sisters and brothers  

     and breaks down every form of discrimination  

     based on racial or ethnic differences, real or imaginary.  

   The church is called to bring all people  

     to receive and uphold one another as persons 

     in all relationships of life:  

     in employment, housing, education, leisure, marriage,  

     family, church, and the exercise of political rights.  

   Therefore, the church labors for the abolition  

     of all racial discrimination  

     and ministers to those injured by it.  

Prayers of the People 

   O God, we seek the courage to worship you with our whole selves,  

     for to do so may change us.   

   Move with us, shelter us,  

     when we fear the seeming emptiness of our silence.   

   Fill us, move us,  

     when futility and frustration threaten to paralyse us,  

     that we may be living, loving hands and feet:   

     instruments of your acts.   

   That we may be mindful of our connectedness to you  

     and to all creation through the Spirit, we pray: 

                        For persons in need of healing 

                        For leaders in need of direction 

                        For lives in need of caring 

O God, may the whole world today  

  know a moment of living with purpose, enthusiasm, and courage,  

  and may such moments grow.   

 

 



The Lord’s Prayer  

   Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

     thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

     on earth as it is in heaven.   

   Give us this day our daily bread;  

     and forgive us our sins,  

     as we forgive those who sin against us;  

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

   For thine is the kingdom and the power  

     and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Hymn                      “HEAVEN SHALL NOT WAIT”   

Heaven shall not wait for the poor to lose their pa-tience, 

the scorned to smile, the de-spised to find a friend: 

Je-sus is Lord; he has cham-pioned the un-want-ed; 

in him in-jus-tice con-fronts its time-ly end. 

Heaven shall not wait for the rich to share their for-tunes, 

the proud to fall, the e-lite to tend the least: 

Je-sus is Lord; he has shown the mas-ter's priv-ilege: 

to kneel and wash ser-vants' feet be-fore they feast. 

Heaven shall not wait for the dawn of great i-de-as, 

thoughts of com-pas-sion di-vorced from cries of pain: 

Je-sus is Lord; he has mar-ried word and ac-tion; 

his cross and com-pa-ny make his pur-pose plain. 

Heaven shall not wait for tri-um-phant Hal-le-lu-jahs, 

when earth has passed and we reach an-oth-er shore: 

Je-sus is Lord; in our pres-ent im-per-fec-tion; 

his power and love are for now and then for ev-er-more. 

Benediction 

   God sends us into the world,  

     to accept the cost and to discover the joy of discipleship.   

   Therefore, go – carrying with you the peace of Christ,  

     the love of God, and the encouragement of the Holy Spirit,  

     in trial and rejoicing.  Amen.  
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