
Bethel Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
~ a community of faith coming together,  
      for fellowship, study and service . . .  

                seeking God’s peace, justice and love ~  

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

AA  SSPPEECCIIAALL  WWEELLCCOOMMEE  TTOO  OOUURR  GGUUEESSTTSS::  

WWe extend a warm welcome from BBeetthheell  PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann  CChhuurrcchh! 

 We invite you to participate in signing the Friendship Folders adding your name  

and address and if you desire a church newsletter or a pastoral call. 

        When we pray the Lord’s Prayer, we say “sins…sin against us” 

        rather than “debts...” or “trespasses…” 

        Prayer requests can be noted on the cards provided in the pew racks 

and placed in the offering plate. 



The Service for the Lord’s Day  

Bethel Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

Second Sunday of Advent 

December 8, 2019 - 11:00 AM 

* Indicates congregation standing if able.   

Congregational responses indicated in bold. 

GATHERING AND GREETING OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

Chiming of the Hour 

Welcome and Announcements  
     Please sign the Friendship Pad found in your pew, passing it down the pew then back.  

Prelude                             “I WONDER AS I WANDER”                                 John Jacob Niles 

Lighting of the Advent Candle  

   L:  In this season of Advent, we are here to watch and wait  

           and pray for the coming of light into the world.   

         We long for the day when the things of darkness 

           – selfishness and greed, suffering and oppression – shall be no more.  

         We light this candle in hope.  (Light the first candle) 

         We light this candle for peace.  (Light the second candle) 

All:  Lord, by your presence,  

           light up the past that we might learn from it with thankfulness.   

         Light up the present that we might live in it with love.   

         Light up the future that we might prepare for it in hope.   

         As we watch and wait and pray,  

           may we be always ready to encounter the Lord  

           who is already and always with us.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 



Sung Response          “ADVENT IS A TIME OF WAITING”             WESTMINSTER ABBEY  

Advent is a time of waiting 

for the life that is to be. 

When the Christ, by prophets promised, 

sits enthroned on Mary’s knee, 

human in the way that we are; 

come to earth for you and me. 

 

Choirs of angels are rehearsing,  

‘Glory to our God on high.’ 

Shepherds in the field are watching 

where their bleating charges lie. 

Distant magi, waiting, restless, 

scan the dark mysterious sky. 

 

Hope is all our theme for Advent, 

hope for all the human race. 

All our hope on God is founded, 

God who shows a human face. 

God who made the Earth and planets  

now appears in time and space. 

 

Response (L=Leader, P=People) 

   L:  We light this candle for all God’s prophets,  

           confronting justice and restoring the dream  

           of a world of freedom and peace. 

   P:  God, as we wait for your promise, give light, give hope, give peace. 

Prayer 

   A candle burns, the sign of your Word. 

   God of peace, come to us again this Advent.   

   May your Word be a lamp to our feet and a light on our path.  Amen. 

* Hymn No. 106          “PREPARE THE WAY, O ZION”         BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN  



* Call to Confession 

      L:  Christ, the One who was, and is, and is to come,   

              welcomes you to this place. 

            As one body, with one voice,  

              we honor and glorify the giver of wisdom,  

              counsel, knowledge, and joy.  

      P:  Amen. So be it.  

* Prayer of Confession 

      Gracious and welcoming God, have mercy on your people.  

      We confess that we do not believe in your incarnation. 

      We do not heed your word each day in all that we say and do. 

      We do not see our neighbors, families, and friends  

        as beloved children whom you have made.  

      In your mercy, forgive us, for we repent of our ways  

        and look to your power to heal us and raise us up,  

        so that, at the last, you will gather us to you and give us peace.        

        …(silent and personal confession) Amen. 

* Sung Response                                                                      

For you, O Lord, my soul in still-ness waits; tru-ly my hope is in you. 

* Declaration of Forgiveness  

      The reign of God has come near; 

        the repentant will be judged with righteousness.  

      You are forgiven.  

      Be filled with hope,  

        believing in the power of the risen Christ to bring you to new life.  

      Rejoice and believe.  

* Sung Response No. 583      “GLORY TO GOD”                                GLORIA (Taizé) 

 

 

 

 



THE WORD 

Children’s Moment 

Choral Anthem                “IN THE BLEAK MIDWINTER”                         G. Holst & H. Darke 

Prayer for Illumination       

   Let us pray:  

   Your word, Holy God, was written for our instruction.  

   By your Holy Spirit open our ears 

     and fill us with the mysteries of your ancient love; 

     through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 

Readings from Scripture  

   Prophet Isaiah 11:1-10              (The Peaceful Kingdom)              Pg. 602  

   Gospel Matthew 3:1-12  (… Proclamation of John the Baptist)   Pg.    2 

Sermon                                   “Prepare the Way”      

 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

* Affirmation of Faith        

      We believe in God,  

        robed in splendor, veiled in mystery,  

        ruler alike of darkness and light.   

      We encounter God in Jesus Christ,  

        who was tortured and put to death,  

        but whose radiance could not be quenched;  

        whose touch brings a blaze of color to a dull, drab world:  

        reviving the weary, healing the wounded, dazzling the satisfied. 

      We walk with God,  

        guided by the light of God’s loving spirit,  

        who enters the shadowed places of our hearts  

        and leads us into truth and life. 

 



      We wait for God and for the fulfilment of God’s promises, 

        for the time when the darkness will hold no fear  

        and the light will no longer blind,  

        but creation will be made whole once more  

        and God’s peace will reign forever.  Amen. 

* Hymn No. 378            “WE WAIT THE PEACEFUL KINGDOM”        MERLE’S TUNE 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

Prayers of the People 

   God of time and space, we are glad to be here on this Advent day. 

   For in your company we belong, and this is a great mystery. 

   King of kings, we dimly understand your power.   

   Light of life, we cannot hide from you.   

   Savior of the poor, we bear witness to your compassion.   

   Word of truth, we submit to your wisdom.   

   Flesh of our flesh, we know we are understood by you. 

   We, who so carelessly forget your will in our daily lives.  

   We, whose hearts are so often filled with the wrong things.  

   We, who so typically squeeze every minute out of these days 

     to get the last present bought, the last call made, the preparations finalized.   

   But this time is for you and so let us stop. 

   Let us still our buzzing heads, relax our weary bodies  

     and breathe deeply with your breath. 

   In this moment, in this welcoming stillness,  

     we acknowledge our need of your waiting time.   

   And we ask your forgiveness on all our lack of care –  

     for you, for ourselves, and for others – in the midst of the festive madness. 

   God, who speaks to us in angel’s words and a baby’s cries,  

     speak to us this day as we await your good word for our souls. 

   And as forgiven people, we will be still and wait,  

     and we will praise you.  Amen. 



The Lord’s Prayer (sin / sin against us) 

Invitation to the Offering 

   We bear fruit worthy of our repentance   

     when we give our tithes and offerings for the well-being of the poor.  

Offertory                      “O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL”                    Thomas Helmore         

* Hymn No. 606   “PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW”      

* Prayer of Dedication  

      Let us pray:   

We give you thanks, Holy One, for all good things: 

  for this universe and for Earth itself,  

  for creatures and plants, for water and food, for light and darkness; 

  for Jesus, our brother, who enlarged our vision,  

  setting himself before us as the bread and wine of abundant life; 

  and for the Holy Spirit, who comes to us in baptism  

  and moves in our midst with the power to lead us to you.  

Turn our offerings to your good will,  

  and turn us always to you in gratitude.  Amen. 

 

THE SENDING FORTH 

* Hymn No. 123    “IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR”                  CAROL CMD 

* Benediction 

      May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

        so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

* Sung Response No. 91   “COME, COME EMMANUEL”              

(sung twice) 

Come, come Em-man-u-el.  Come, Em-man-u-el.  

* Postlude                   “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”                    John Stainer 

 


